FINAL
INITIAL STUDY / MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

for the

El Paso Global Networks
California Telecommunication System Project

Volume |

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration and Appendices
(SCH# 2001101064)

Lead Agency:
State of California
Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, California 94102
415.703.5289

Applicant:

El Paso Global Networks
Nine Greenway Plaza, Room 1650
Houston, Texas 77046
832.676.7427

environmental consultant:
EDAW, Inc.

2022 J Street
Sacramento, California 95814
contact:

John McCullough
916.414.5800

EDAW

March 2002



TABLE OF CONTENTS

chapter/section page
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS ...cuiiiteiintietentertenienieetenieestentesieensesseessessesseesesseessessesssensesecssens v
ES EXECUTIVE SUMMARY ....ooiiiiiiiiteeeee e e eeeeeieeeee e e e eeeeaeeeeeeeeeeesiaaseeeeeeeeeessssseseeeeeeensissreeeeeeeeennnes ES-1
1.0 INTRODUCTION. ...cutetiiteieeieetentteetenteeitete st eate bt see et sbteatesteebtebesbeemtesbeesse st e sbeembesbeemtenbesreensesneennen 1-1
1.1 INETOAUCTION. ....eeiieciie ettt ettt esteesaae st e ssse e teesseesssesnseanseenseenseensens 1-1
1.2 CEQA Lead and Responsible AZENCIES .........cceerveerverieniieeieerieeseesresreeseeseesseessnessnens 1-1
1.3 PTOJECE OVEIVIEW ....vviieiiieiiie et ecite ettt e tte et e et e et eeeveeestseesasaeesssaessseeensseesssesenssennns 1-2
1.4 Purpose of the Proposed ProJECt ........cccvevvieiiieriieiiecie et 1-2
1.5 Purpose and Scope of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration ........................ 1-3
1.6 Permit REQUITEMENLS. ......cc.viiiiiiiiieeciieeciteectee et et e eteeesveeetaeesreeeeaaessseeensaeessseeenssaenns 1-3
1.7 Organization of this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration.............ccccccevveeennnnns 1-3
2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION ......eoutitirtteitententtetenieeitentesteetesteeetestesstenaesueensesneesnessesseensesbeemsennesmeensensesnnen 2-1
2.1 ProOpPOSEA PrOJECT ..c.uviiiiiii ettt ettt e et e e re e e b e e sebeeentaeesesaeenneaenns 2-1
2.2 TelecommUNICAtioN SYSTEIM .....cccuveveieiieiiieitieriiesee e ere et e e seesre e esseesseesseessnessseenseas 2-1
2.3 Proposed ROW .....ooiiiiiiiiecect ettt sttt et e s saesnnesnseessaensaenseas 2-5
2.4 CONSLIUCHION PrOCESS. .. .iiiuviieiiieiiie et eeiee ettt et eette e et e e b e e s beeetbeesbeeesseessseeessseessseeanes 2-6
2.5 Regeneration/OP-AMP Stations (Off-ROW) c...eieviiiieiiiiececeeeeee e 2-15
3.0 APPROACH TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT .....cccttitteterieriierenieetenieeeentenseesesseessensesseensensesnnes 3-1
3.1 ATT QUALIEY .ottt ettt et et e et et et e en e e beese e beeseeneeseeneeaeseeentens 3-1
32 RESOUICES ...ttt ettt ettt e et e ettt e s teesbteesabeesateeensaeeenseeenns 3-1
33 Additional Mitigation MEASUIES ........ccveeviiireeiieeiieereesteesteesteesreereereesseesesessseeseesseessees 34
4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, IMPACTS, AND MITIGATION MEASURES.......cuvvviiieeiiiiirreeeeeeeeeeeennnns 4-1
4.1 INETOAUCHION. ...ttt et e st e st e st e esse e teesteessnesnseanseenseenseensens 4-1
4.2 A CSTIETICS .. uvtiiiiieeiee ettt ettt et e et e e et eeta e e tbeeebb e e tbe e e raeetbeeerbeeetaeennseeereaanns 4-3
4.3 AgricUltural RESOUICES ......ecvieiieriieiieeieeie ettt ste et et e ese et e seaesesessseesseessaesseesneenns 4-12
4.4 AL QUALIEY 1.ttt ettt ettt e st e st e et eesbeesbeesseesssessseenseensaensaessaessaesnsennseans 4-15
4.5 Bi010@ICAl RESOUITES .....cvieiiiieiiciiieiiectie et ette et ettt e s teeveeveesteeseveeebeesveesteestneesseenveens 4-27
4.6 CUltural RESOUICES ....c.vvieceiiieiiieciie ettt ettt et tte e et e e sereeebaeesaseeeneaeessseeeneneas 4-67
4.7 GEOlo@Y AN SOIIS....eccviiiiiiieciieiiee ettt st e snaesrneereens 4-119
4.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials ...........cccovveevieriieiciieniiesiesie st 4-127
4.9 Hydrology and Water QUality..........cccoeeviiiiiiieiiieciie et eve e e 4-133
4.10  Land Use Planning...........ccoeeveviieriienierieiieeieeieesieesieeseeeseesvesseeseesseessaesssesssesnseensens 4-141
411 MiINETral RESOUITES ....cccvievieiieiieriieieeiierieeseestesteesteesteeseaesesesnseeseesseesssessseenseensesnses 4-149
N B VL) PR RR U SPPRR 4-151
4.13  Population and HOUSING.........c.ccocuiiiiiieeiiieiieciee ettt siveeereeeeveeesreeenenas 4-157
414 PUDLIC SEIVICES. ..uviiiieiieiiertierieete et eteesteeseesaesteeseesteesseesssesnseanseesseeseesssesssennseensens 4-163
T B 2 USTe) (o 1510 o WSO 4-165
4.16  Transportation/TraffiC......c.cociiiiiiiieiiece et 4-168
4.17  Utilities and SEIVICE SYSIEIMS.....cceevvirerireriiereerieerieeseesteesteesteessresseasseesseesssessseenseenses 4-174
4.18  Mandatory Findings of SignifiCance..........ccccververieriieriiieniienienieeieeeesee e eeee e e 4-178
5.0 LIST OF PREPARERS........evviiiiiiiiitieeeeeeeeeeeeiitteeeeeeeeeesaaaeeeeeeeeeestasraseeseeseensssseeseeeeeennsssrseeeeeeeennnnnnes 5-1
6.0 REFERENCES ....cuvteutetieiteienieetenttettentesttete st eaten bt sbeet e sbteate st e ebtenbesbeemt e bt eaeentesbeenbesbeemtenbesueensesneennen 6-1
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration California Public Utilities Commission / EDAW

EPGN Telecommunication System Project i Table of Contents



chapter/section page
APPENDICES
Appendix A  CaliforniaField Data-Sheets-for Al Stream Crossings/Construction Method in-Califernia
Appendix B Detailed Route Maps
Appendix C ~ Mitigation Monitoring Plan
Appendix D Example of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Appendix E  Example of a Spill Prevention, Containment, and Counter Measures Plan (SPCC)
Appendix F CNPS List 4* Species Potentially Occurring at the Project Site
Appendix G Monitoring, Conservation and Mitigation Plan for BLM in California, Arizona, New
Mexico and Texas.
page
FIGURES
Figure 2.2-1  ROW LOCAtION MAP......cuiiiiiiiiiiieciieeite ettt et e et e et e etaeestaaesntaeessveesssaeensaeeensaeensns 2-3
Figure 2.4-1  Conventional Cable PIow Method...........cccuieiuiiiiiiieiiieciieeeecee e 2-8
Figure 2.4-2  Standard Directional Bore Operation............ceccveeviecieenienienieeieenieesneeseesseeseesnesseens 2-10
Figure 2.4-3  Open Trench EXCAVAtION.........cccveriiiriiiiieieeiieree ettt sre e esseessaesnseensaenseans 2-12
Figure 2.5-1  Blythe Regeneration Station Site Layout..........c.ccccvevieiiiieiieiieiiecieceeere e 2-17
Figure 2.5-2  Rice Regeneration Station Sit€ LayOout........ccceeevveevierierienieeieeieree e eieerieeseeseve e 2-18
Figure 2.5-3  Twenty-nine Palms Regeneration Station Site Layout............coceeenieiininicnieniencnen. 2-19
Figure 2.5-4  Linn Regeneration Station Site Layout..........ccceeviiiiiiieciieciie e 2-20
Figure 2.5-5  Apple Valley Regeneration Station Site Layout........c.cccccveeveiiieriieecieeniie e, 2-21
Figure 2.5-6  El Mirage Regeneration Station Site Layout........c.ccccveveeveiirciienienienieeieeieesee e 2-22
Figure 2.5-7  Blythe Regeneration Station Site LoCatioN..........cccuveeeviieriieeiiicciee et 2-23
Figure 2.5-8  Rice Regeneration Station Sit€ LOCAtION .......c..ccccveieviiieeciiieriie e ceiee e e 2-24
Figure 2.5-9  Twenty-nine Palms Regeneration Station Site Location .........c.ccecceveeveninieneniencncen. 2-25
Figure 2.5-10 Linn Regeneration Station Site Location ............ccoeeeererierineeieneetenieeeeiesce e 2-26
Figure 2.5-11 Apple Valley Regeneration Station Site LocCation..........ccceeecviieriieeciireniieecieeeiee e, 2-27
Figure 2.5-12  El Mirage Regeneration Station Site LOCation ..........ccccceeeeverieriineeiieneeienencese e 2-28
Figure 2.5-13  Typical Footprint for Regeneration Station Serving Multiple Customers..................... 2-30
Figure 4.2-1  Blythe Regeneration Station Site...........ccccciiiriiiiiiieiiieciie et e e 4-4
Figure 4.2-2  Rice Regeneration Station SIte. ........ccccveecieeiiieiiiieiiieeteeeiieesiaeesreeeseveesveeesaeeevaeenenes 4-4
Figure 4.2-3  Twenty-nine Palms Regeneration Station Site...........cccevereevinirienienienineneeeeeee, 4-5
Figure 4.2-4  Linn Regeneration Station Site. ........cccveecireriiieiiiieiiieeeteeeiee e e sreeesiveesreeeeveeevaeesenas 4-5
Figure 4.2-5  Apple Valley Regeneration Station Site. ........c.cccccvveveiiieriieiiieeiiie e e 4-6
Figure 4.2-6  El Mirage Regeneration Station Site...........ccceeeverierierieniieesiiesieeneesresreesseesseessnessessnes 4-6
Figure 4.4-1  Air Basins Boundaries in CalifOrnia. ............ceeevveevierienieniieiiesienee e eieeiee e seve e 4-16
page
TABLES
Table ES-1 Impacts and Mitigation MEASUTIES........c.cccvvereerieerrieniierirerteereeseessressreeseesseesseesssesses ES-4
Table 1.5-1 Permit/Approval Requirements for the EPGN Project .........cccocvvvevieiiieniieiicniecieeieene 1-5
Table 2.2-1 Right-of-Way Miles and Construction Methods for the California Longhaul Route ......2-1

California Public Utilities Commission / EDAW
Table of Contents

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
ii EPGN Telecommunication System Project



Table 2.5-1
Table 4.1-1
Table 4.4-1
Table 4.4-2

Table 4.4-3
Table 4.5-1
Table 4.5-2
Table 4.5-3
Table 4.6-1
Table 4.6-2
Table 4.6-3
Table 4.6-4
Table 4.6-5

Table 4.6-6
Table 4.6-7

Table 4.6-8
Table 4.6-9

Table 4.6-10

Table 4.10-1

Table 4.13-1
Table 4.13-2

Proposed Regeneration Station SItES ........c.eeeveerrierieeriieriieniieseesieesresreeseesseesseessnesnseens 2-16
Required Setback DiStancCes.........c.evevercieeriierieiieiieeieesieeseesresre e ereesseeseaessnesnseensaesees 4-1
Ambient Air Quality Standards and Air Basin Designations. ...........ccccecveevveevieenieennneans 4-18
Number of days Ambient Air Quality Standards were exceeded in 1999 (unless otherwise
indicated) at monitoring stations near the proposed project alignment. ........................ 4-19
Manufacturers Emission Factors for Project Generators..........cccccveeevveenieeecieeescveeennen. 4-24
Special-status Plants Potentially Occurring at the Project Site..........cccovveviieeiieeiennens 4-32
Special-status Animal Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Site................ 4-37
Construction Timing Constraints for Special-Status Species .........ccccvevvverreecriereennennn, 4-40
Previously Recorded Sites in the EPGN ROW........cooviiiiiiiiiiiieieeceeeeeeee e 4-87
Current Status of Previously Recorded Sites in the EPGN ROW ..........ccccccoeieinnenee. 4-89
Cultural Resources Recorded during the System Survey, California Segment ............. 4-90
Locations and Descriptions of Archaeological Sites Recorded within the ROW.......... 4-93
Locations and Descriptions of Standing Historical Buildings Recorded

Within the ROW ..o 4-95

Recommended Eligibility to the NRHP of Cultural Resources in the Project ROW ..4-100
Original and Current Eligibility Recommendations for Previously Recorded Sites in the
ProJECt ROW ...ttt ettt s e st st e e et essaesnsesnsennsens 4-102
Eligibility of Sites in the EPGN ROW to the National Register of Historic Places ....4-103
Historical Buildings Recommended as Eligible to the National Register of

HiStOTIC PIACES ...ttt s 4-104
Eligibility and Proposed Treatment of Archaeological Sites and Historical Buildings
Recorded during the El Paso to Los Angeles Fiber Optic Cable Survey, California

SEEIMENL .....viiiiiieciie ettt e e rte e et eesta e e st e e etbeessbeessseeessaessseeesseasssaeenssessssanns 4-114
BLM LaNd USE ....oeeiuieiiiiieieieetee ettt ettt sttt sttt 4-143
County Housing and Population CharacteriStiCs ..........ccveevverververcreesreenvervesrensneennens 4-158
City Housing and Population CharacteriStiCs ..........cceeeeveeervierieeeriieiciieesveeeeeeesveeenns 4-161

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
EPGN Telecommunication System Project ii

California Public Utilities Commission / EDAW
Table of Contents



	0acronym final.pdf
	Table of Contents
	List of Abbreviations and Acronyms


